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and emerge from the orcleal well able to take care of the sanitary laws
without supervision or control
Mian Opinion, 2-4-1904
123. THE ASIATIC TRADERS COMMISSION IN THE TRANSVAAL
We reproduce in another column from the Johannesburg Leader a
report of I ho proceedings of the Asiatic Traders' Commission at its first
regular meeting held on the 16th March.
The Commissioners haw ruled that they have no authority to examine
the claims of those British Indian traders who are not in a position to prove
that they were tratling outside Locations with licenses on the eve of the
war and that they were obliged to leave their businesses owing to the out-
break of war; that in to nay, men who were engaged in trade for fifteen
years in the Transvaal but who disposed of their businesses in, say, August
of 1B99 would have no status before the Commissioners; arid, if the report
of the Commissioners under the restricted Reference is to be the end of
the matter, then hundreds of Indians who are now trading under licenses
will be deprived of their right to trade, and will consequently be totally
ruined.   Hard, however, as the ruling appears to be3 the Commissioners
had absolutely no choice.  In fact, we had already prepared our readers
for it when we dealt with the question some time ago.1 The wording of
the Reference leaves no loop-hole; it merely states that the Commissioners
are to consider the rases of those who were trading without licenses out-
side Locations at, and immediately before, the outbreak of hostilities.
We hope that the Government, when it drafted the Reference, never con-
templated any aueh result, for the Colonial Secretary, as also Lord Milner,
has repeatedly said that it is not the intention of the Government to disturb
the trade of those Indians who were carrying it on prior to the war, whether
with or without licensor  There can be absolutely no distinction between
those few Indians who managed to get licenses to trade in 1899 and those
who did not but were yet trading.  In the estimation of the Boer Govern-
ment, they were doing so Illegally, but the illegality was created and fostered
by the British Government to which the Law 3 of 1885 was absolutely
hateful   Indians, therefore^ were allowed, during the fifteen' years pre-
ceding the war, to have confidence In the British protection; so much so,
that they left the Transvaal and re-entered at will, established businesses,
disposed of them and re-established them, also at will  A vested interest,
therefore, was created in the right to trade outside Locations in defiance
of the law, and although it is undoubtedly an extraordinary state'of things,
it is nevertheless a fact* While such a situation was in vogue, the war broke
out, and Monc of the causes of the war was the Law 3 of 1885", Indians,
therefore, very naturally thought that the successful issue of the war would
see the end of the Law, and it follows that, if the British Indians could
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